Alcohol and Violence in Australia
Alcohol use, particularly at high levels, is a significant
risk factor for violence.1 Alcohol-related violence affects
the whole community, well beyond those directly
involved in an alcohol-related incident.

98%

of WA adults are concerned
about alcohol-related
violence.2

While alcohol-related violence is widely recognised as a substantial problem, many assaults
go unreported due to a combination of attitudinal and structural barriers.3 The best available
estimates are presented here.

Alcohol-related violence in Australia is cause for concern
66.9% of victims of physical assault in WA in 2011-12 believed alcohol or another substance contributed
to their assault.4
In 2005, over 70,000 Australians were victims of alcohol-related assault.3
One in four Australians aged 14 years and over have been a victim of alcohol-related verbal abuse in
the previous year.5
Alcohol is estimated to be involved in 25% of threatening behaviour, 38% of assaults, and 53% of
aggravated assault offences in WA.6
Alcohol contributes to 44.4% of deaths due to interpersonal violence in WA.7
Males are more likely than females to be victims of alcohol-related verbal and physical abuse. However,
the proportion of female victims of alcohol-related physical abuse more than doubled between 2007 and
2010 (3.1% to 6.6%).5
In 2011/12, 46.9% of all domestic assaults in WA and 37.2% of all non-domestic assaults were
related to alcohol.8
In 2005, 59% of victims of alcohol-related assault were injured during the incident. Victims of alcoholrelated assault are more likely to suffer injuries such as cuts and fractured or broken bones, compared to
victims of non-alcohol-related assault.3
Alcohol consumption increases the risk of sexual assault, as victims become less able to detect dangerous
situations. A significant proportion of offenders and victims of sexual assault have consumed alcohol. As
sexual assault crimes often go unreported, no reliable estimates are available.1, 9

Young people are more likely to experience alcohol-related violence
Young people are more likely to report being verbally abused,
physically abused or put in fear by someone under the influence of
alcohol than any other age group.5
One in five Australians aged 18 to 19
years have been a victim of physical abuse by
someone under the influence of alcohol. For 20
to 29 year olds, more than one in seven have
been a victim.5
Undergraduate Australian university students
report a range of harms as a result of others’
drinking in the previous month: nearly 9%
of male students reported being pushed, hit
or otherwise assaulted by others who had
been drinking; 14% of female students had
experienced an unwanted sexual advance; and
1% of students had been sexually assaulted.10
79% of 18 to 25 year old males charged with
assault on a Friday or Saturday night consumed
alcohol in the 48 hours prior to their arrest.11
Young males who were drinking prior to their
arrest consumed an average of 16 standard
drinks.
Alcohol consumption is an important risk factor
for child abuse, maltreatment and neglect.
Children whose parent/s misuse or abuse
alcohol are more likely to be subjected to
physical or verbal abuse.1 In 2006/07, almost
20,000 children across Australia were victims
of alcohol-related child abuse.3
19.6% of current drinkers aged 12 to 17
in WA reported verbally abusing someone
after drinking in the past 12 months; 13.0%
reported that they hit someone or had a fight
after drinking.12

Alcohol-related violence places a
financial burden on the community
›› Nationally, police use one quarter of their budgets
responding to alcohol-related incidents.6
›› In 2004-05, the social cost of alcohol-related
violence (excluding costs to the criminal justice
system) was estimated at $187 million.13 This
would equate to $234 million in 2012.14
›› In 2005, alcohol-related assault costs across
Australia were estimated to be $117million.3 This
would equate to $142 million in 2012.14
›› Domestic violence involving alcohol was
conservatively estimated to cost $46.4 million in
2005.3 This would equate to $56.5 million in
2012.14
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